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Current estimates have more than one million people using American Sign Language (ASL) in
the United States, including approximately 450,000 deaf people. As growing numbers of deaf
students are integrated into standard schools, the need for ASL interpreters continues to
increase. Today, many public education systems offer an ASL course as a language elective in
their curriculum, and this book--which can be used to teach both interpreters and the deaf--is an
ideal text for such courses. Following a general introduction to American Sign Language and
Deaf Culture, the author explains the use of "facial grammar" as a preliminary step to learning
and understanding manual signing. Two succeeding chapters present the first eleven key
grammatical rules of ASL. The 36 lessons that follow are divided into four groups that put these
rules into practice and introduce additional rules. All lessons conclude with a practice session
that reviews the lesson's material and progressively develops the student's proficiency in
communicating in ASL. Following each of the four groups of nine lessons is a brief chapter
dealing with Deaf Culture. The book's many line drawings illustrate approximately 720 ASL signs
and their multiple meanings. The author has focused the text to make learning American Sign
Language as easy as it is useful, both for instructors and students.

Praise for the First Edition`Jozef Goldblat, one of the foremost authorities in this field, has
compiled a veritable encyclopedia of arms control.... He is authoritative on both the more
prominent topics, such as nuclear non-proliferation and verification, and those which are less
widely understood.... Free of jargon, comprehensive on the facts, concise in analysis, this is a
work of topical relevance and lasting value′ - Bulletin of Arms ControlAbout the AuthorJozef
Goldblat has written reports, articles and books on truce supervision, the arms race and
disaramament problems. From 1969 to 1989 he directed the arms control and disarmament
programme of studies at the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI). Since
1989 he has been Senior Lecturer and Research Fellow, Programme for Strategic amd
International Security Studies at the Geneva Graduate Institute of International Studies. He is
also Vice-President of the Geneva International Peace Research Institute (GIPRI) and
Consultant to the United Nations Institute for Disaramaent Research (UNIDIR).
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enjoy life, “this is a wonderful book for the absolute beginner. To begin with.. I am past age 60
and have always had difficulty hearing. Now, however, my hearing loss is beyond hearing
aids,which I have been wearing since age 18. Sooooo, in order to communicate, since I can't
hear hardly at all, I have to learn sign language. It's quite a feat, for an older person.I bought
AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE THE EASY WAY by Barron's b/c of some of the reviews by
people who are in the "know" about sign language. I'm glad that I did buy this book as it is just
what I need. It goes into the structure of sign language as well as the importance of facial
expressions and other body language. I especially appreciate the one sentence on page 14
that gets you started on the right road, which I quote " ASL tends to structure sentences in the
order that events occur. “ That and the rest of the book is really helping me to understand the
whys and wherefores of sign language.Learning the sign language is not something I really want
to do, as I am not into learning other languages. However, for me, it is something I have to do,
and, this book helps me to do this.”

Betsy Ross, “Great Book. I bought this book for a friend as an aid to learning American Sign
Language,(ASL) in a formal classroom setting. The book is great for beginners because it gives
the rules for the construction and syntax of ASL as a language. It also contains drawings and
explanations of the hand movements for the signs for each lesson..There are also exercises to
help track your progress. I especially like the act that it is written in bite size pieces. Each rule is
given with examples. I would recommend this book to anyone with a desire to learn ASL. It is
great for self study as well as a supplement to a formal class.”

gwamma zooie, “It's good for 'getting a feel' for the language. If you've got the basic vocabulary
down and you want to move away from pidgin signed English to using more ASL type language,
this is a very helpful book. He goes over the basics (again) but presents the information in a
holistic way that takes into account the way the Deaf community see's itself and the little things
that happen in everyday conversation. I think I especially enjoyed this book because I have not
had access to a lot of formal ASL training, and it covered the basics in a way that helped me
understand more deeply why it's important to do things in a particular way. It's also a very
friendly, direct book.”

C. L. Davis, “ASL_The Easy Way. While this was a required text for the class that I am taking, it
would be very easy for someone to follow who is just exploring or starting to learn about
American Sign Language on their own. I greatly appreciate the size of the font which makes for
easy reading; the clarity in how it is written which allows for easy understanding and
comprehension; the index for ease in locating vocab; practice activities; review questions and
the inclusion of information regarding the history of ASL and the Deaf community and culture.As
the modeled pictures/demonstrations for words/phrases are flat, the directional arrows showing



movement are very helpful.”

Mary M, “but between some on-line videos and this Barron's book - we have put together a great
curriculum for her to follow. My daughter is 15 and we have home schooled her from the age of
4. She LOVES ASL and started learning it at the age of 7. It is now an accredited "foreign"
language credit for high school. It has been difficult finding resources in our community, but
between some on-line videos and this Barron's book - we have put together a great curriculum
for her to follow. She loves the set up in the book and the clear way information is presented. We
also purchased the Barron's flash cards to supplement this book.”

Margia, “I really like this book because it does an excellent way of .... I really like this book
because it does an excellent way of explaining the grammer of ASL and vocabulary for different
situations very easily and clearly. It has many exercises, so it is hard to forget something that you
learned in a lesson. I recommend this book.”

Doris H. Thomas, “HOLLONS45. I am a beginner.So right now I think it's a good book.I am
excited to see this language done by hand and to see the differance in the way we talk and the
way they talk.Signing is really a big challenge for me.I hope I can learn on my own.I want to
learn ALS so that I will be able to help others to learn to talk in sign.I think this book is good for
beginners.it teaches you the basic and more.So it is as good as the title ALS the easy way.”

The book by Carol Genetti has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 125 people have provided feedback.
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